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I would not believe it till I was an eye-witness of it, nor do I like
it now I have seen it.

VEN. But Master, do not Trouts see us in the night?

Pise. Yes, and hear, and smell too, both then and in the day
time; for Gesner observes, the Otter smells a fish forty furlongs
oft him in the water: and that it may be true, seems to be affirmed
by Sir Francis Baco?i} in the Eighth Century of his Natural History,
who there proves that waters may be the medium of sounds, by
demonstrating it thus: " That if you knock two stones together
very deep under the water, those that stand on a bank near to that
place, may hear the noise without any diminution of it by the
water." He also offers the like experiment concerning the letting
an anchor fall by a very long cable or rope on a rock, or the sand
within the sea: and this being so well observed and demonstrated,
as it is by that learned man, has made me to believe that Eels
unbed themselves, and stir at the noise of thunder, and not only,
as some think, by the motion or stirring of the earth which is
occasioned by that thunder.

And this reason of Sir Francis Bacon, Exper. 792, has made me
crave pardon of one that I laughed at for affirming, that he knew
Carps come to a certain place in a pond, to be fed, at the ringing
of a bell, or the beating of a drum: and however, it shall be a
rule for me to make as little noise as I can when I am fishing, until
Sir Francis Bacon be confuted, which I shall give any man leave
to do.

And, lest you may think him singular in this opinion, I will
tell you, this seems to be believed by our learned Doctor Ha\ewill,
who in his Apology of God's Power and Providence^ fol. 360, quotes
Pliny to report, that one of the Emperors had particular fish-ponds,
and in them several fish, that appeared and came when they were
called by their particular names: and St. James tells us, Chap. in.
and 7, that all things in the sea have been tamed by mankind. And
Pliny tells us, Lib. ix, 55, that Antonia, the wife of Dmsus, had a
Lamprey, at whose gills she hung jewels or ear-rings: and that others
have been so tender-hearted, as to shed tears at the death of
fishes, which they have kept and loved. And these observations,
which will to most hearers seem wonderful, seem to have a